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It would seem that for ,

the last two years, no one has
been able to escape "Decision
2008," which is perhaps one of
the most important elections in
the history of our country. The
Wyoming Alpha Chapter of
Sigma Phi Epsilon has not been
an exception and the house has
shown excitement and anticipa-
tion for the upcoming elec-

tion. With the importance of
the election coupled with the
amount of young voters in the
house, a survey was conducted
to get a feel of how the current
members of the house feel
about the election as well as the
important issues concerning our
nation.

The election is impor-
tant to the house, and members
want to gain knowledge concern-
ing the policies of the major
candidates, Barack Obama and
John McCain. Over 75% of the
house watched at least one full
debate on television with almost
half the house watching at least
two debates in their en-
tirety. With a fair amount of
interest in the election, the
communication cabinet decided
on six issues to grill the house
about: immigration, national
security, the economy, Iraq /
War on Terror, health insurance
and alternative energy. 52% of
members agreed that the econ-
omy was the most important
issue in the campaign. With the

DOW and stock market fluctu-
ating similar to how it did in the
Great Depression and the rela-
tive lack of money college stu-
dents have, it is no wonder
money is an important is-

sue. With the threat of rising
student fees and tuition as well
as the rise of dues and parlor
fees for the chapter, Wyoming
Alpha wants to see a stable
economy with a sense of secu-
rity about our money.

Second to the econ-
omy was the War on Terror,
coming in at 19%. As the major-
ity of the country wants, this
fraternity wants to see the war
come to an end, on good
terms. On the other side of
things, the majority of members
voted the immigration was the
least important issue (of the six
presented) in the cam-
paign. Paralleling the national
feeling, immigration seems to
have been relatively forgotten
in the light of recent
events. Obviously most stu-
dents here at the University of
Wyoming do not feel a lot of the
effects of illegal immigration
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and so that explains this feeling
as well.

When things were all
said and done, Senator Obama
won this chapter of SigEp with
71% of the vote. Senator
McCain received 21% of votes
and the other 8% were still not
sure who would receive their
vote. However, over 95% of the
house vowed that they would be
turning up to the polls on Elec-
tion Day, Tuesday November
4th, Yo make their voice heard
throughout the nation. This
95% is more than double the
amount of college students who
voted in the 2004 election, at
42%. President Corin Reuss
wants to set up a shuttle system
from the fraternity to the polls,
in order to make it easier for
the gentlemen of Sigma Phi
Epsilon to make it over and
vote. This chapter has made
many contributions to the elec-
tion in many ways and is proud
to make their voice heard in this
important time in American
History.
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The Second Floor

bathroom is still in

shambles, but the

members living in

house are excited

for the completion
of the project.

Sharing three
showers amoung
twenty -five guys

has been
entertaining, to

CEVAUCREER

Brothers Grant (front right)
and Buck (just behind
Grant) get a work out at
EDGE
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5 New Members Join!

October has been a busy month
of recruiting for SigEp. Five new
members have joined the house
since the start of the year, all
of them excellent students
with a sound body. Kyle Zakar,
an undeclared freshman
from Cheyenne Wyoming,
joined Sig Ep because "we were
different and the best fit for
him." He liked the fact he
would be allowed full member-
ship from the start without the
pledge system. Kirk Powers,
another undeclared major
from Cheyenne, joined because he
likes the values and opportunities
SigEp provides. Anthony Derzay,
from Denver who is majoring in

Mechanical Engineering joined
SigEp because "we were the cool-

Brothers Zakar and Powers

est house on campus.” Rio Smith
another Cheyenne native, majoring
in Business, joined SigEp for the

“companionship and friendships of
fered". Tal Wammen, from Reva
South Dakota, a Civil Engi-
nereing Major, joined
SigEp, because “the values
nd current members
really appealed to his
™ current values and the way
! he was raised.” Four of
these members have been
through Sigma, with the
final member, Smith, going
| through this Halloween
“ weekend. SigEp is thrilled
to have "stolen” these outstanding
young gentlemen, building for a
stronger future for the Wyoming
Alpha Chapter.

House Renovations

Last academic year, members of
the undergraduate chapter and
the Alumni Volunteer Corporation
began actively discussing the need
to update and modernize a multi-
tude of areas around the chapter
house. These conversations led to
the Physical Plant doing a thorough
walk-through of the house and
then, with some assistance, creat-
ing a list of priorities to eventually
renovated the whole chapter.
Priority number one became the
bathrooms. Most of the planning
for this project was done over the
summer and the hope was fo have
the front hall bathroom done
before the fall semester kicked
off, but as usual, nothing ever

8 Brothers Attend EDGE

The weekend of October 24™
through the 26™ marked an unfor-
gettable weekend. Eight brothers
attended EDGE held in Winter
Park, Colorado. Edge is the first
program in the leadership contin-
uum offered to new members.

The program teaches its partici-
pants what the Sigma Phi Epsilon
Fraternity has to offer and
teaches lessons in overcoming

goes as planned. The SigEp reno-
vations start date slowly got
pushed back little by little due o
the fact that there is already
over $150 million dollars of open
construction currently going on
throughout campus. All we could
do was show some patience and
faith that the university and our
contractor would start as soon as
possible, and we are glad to an-
nounce that renovations have
begun as of Friday, October 17!
The bathroom has been gutted,
the plumbing has been worked on,
a new infrastructure is being built
and it is all basically a beautiful
mess right now. When everything
is done, we will have stunning

obstacles toward a life of achieve-
ment. The time spent in Winter
Park was aimed at sound mind and
body programs. For the sound
body program, a cross training and
reflexology specialist taught the
new members work out techniques
and injury prevention. The sound
mind programs were aimed to-
wards how to set appropriate
goals and understanding the prin-
ciples and values of SigEp. One

Tahoe grey ftile, three showers (no
more bathtub), pedestal sinks,
stainless steel stalls, shiny new
porcelain toilets and urinals and
overall, a wonderful new bathroom
facility for undergraduate mem-
bers to benefit from. Once that
is completed, back hall bathroom
is next on the list to be renovated.
In our next newsletter, we will be
very excited to talk about the
finished product and show every-
one pictures of the culmination of
much persistence and hard work.
Also, we would sincerely like to
thank everyone who helped this
renovation process become a real-

ity.

session included discussing the
characteristics that made up a
leader and another on how to
include virtue, diligence, and
brotherly love into your life.
There was also a discussion about
appropriate choices with alcohol.
The brothers met with other
SigEps from around the region and
had an excellent experience. A
special thanks goes out to Dane
Schulze for being a great facilita-
tor during the program.
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HOMECOMING 2003

The month of October usually means college football,
major league baseball playoffs, the humdrum of school
and homecoming. The Wyoming Alpha chapter was very
involved with homecoming this year, participating in
homecoming sing, the Saturday morning parade and host-
ing a barbeque for the alumni. Pairing up with Kappa
Kappa Gamma, the two houses turned out to be good
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cert, for others it was nothing different from the
norm. Tickets were purchased by the VP of Pro-
gramming to increase brotherhood, our sororital
relations and to become more cultured as a house.
Fun as the symphony was, the highlight
of the weekend for SigEp occurred the night
before, during homecoming sing. Rehearsing for a

match.

With the majorities of festivities starting on
Monday, the SigEps hosted the Kappas for some socializ-
ing and fo get the float going. Decorated plywood pink
and black with both houses letters splattered on them,
the float turned out to be simple, yet effective. Work-

SigEp gets the crowd pumped before their
magnificent performance. .

ing four nights in a row, the houses made sure things

were all set for the Saturday morning parade. The week-
end brought very chilly weather, but that didn't prevent
sixty four floats from being in the parade and hundreds
of lining the streets to watch. After the parade, various
alumni came back the house for a barbeque. We are
always glad and pleased to see our alumni back in the
house. As the house is relatively young right now, it is
important to intermix our members with the alumni.

The men of Sigma Phi Epsilon continue
to crush all those who oppose us in
intramural sports. We have had teams
compete in many sports, including co-
rec and men’s soccer, co-rec and men's
football, as well as wallyball, volleyball,
softball, and ultimate frisbee. The
most epic victory of the outdoor intra-
mural season manifested in the champi-
onship win of our A league co-rec soc-
cer team. The team played well for the
first half, but couldn't manage to score
the winning bucket. The two teams
were still at a stalemate at the end of
regulation time, and a shootout fol-
lowed. It came down to the final shot.
The Sigep goalie Matt Fournier stepped

This Month In SIgEp Sports

Getting away from the floaft,
both houses attended the Wyoming Sym-
phony Orchestra on Thursday night. All
decked out in formal apparel, it was not
only a nice break from the homecoming
chaos, but it was an opportunity to attend a
classy event with our homecoming partners.
For some, it was their first symphony con-

to the goal line. The shooter eyed the
net, and prepared to kick. If she
scored, the Sigep team would be out. If
Matt stops the goal, the team wins. She
fires the shot. The ball sails directly
into the keeper's arms, and the crowd
goes wild! Teammates Corin Reuss,
Gene Russel, Keenan Mumm, and a few
girls from a sorority have taken the
title!l This is just one brilliant example
of level of sports play that Sigep has
come to expect. Other successes in-
clude a C league football championship
win, and a B league tennis singles win
courtesy of Chris Weiland. We are
proud fo see a variety of members
excel in many different sports, and we

to SPESPN!

are very excited to see contin-
ued success in the indoor sea-
son. Keep your televisions tuned

couple hours a day to the song, Never Gonna Give
You Up, in which Brother Meidinger rewrote the
lyrics to personalize them to Wyoming. The house
had almost 100% house participation and the sing
was complete with synchronized chorography.
Singing loud and proud, the audience and the
judges seemed to be impressed as they awarded
us 1" place in the all guys competition. This is the
second year in a row this SigEp chapter has walked
away with the title. SipEp was pleased with the
performance and proud they could keep these
Homecoming traditions alive.
The overall winner of the homecoming
sing was Chi Omega Sorority, who will be pairing up
with SigEp for Homecoming 2009.

The spirit of Halloween shines through the house



Charity Racing

EVENTS TO LOOK

On Wednesday October 29th, 2008; six mem-
bers of the Sigma Phi Epsilon Chapter at the Uni-
versity of Wyoming proudly displayed their be-
nevolence, school spirit and physical prowess by

FOR:

competing in the annual WYDitorod. The WYDi- M om 6 S We e l6 dﬂZd

torod is a campus wide “race” around the city of
Laramie to various check points where team mem-
bers have to compete various tasks to earn canned
food. Teams consist of five members, four “"dogs”
and one “musher.” The SigEp team brought along a
sixth member to document their experience. All
donated food was dispersed among food distribu-
tion centers around the city for the les fortunate.
The SigEp team took first place honors winning the
race by a four minute margin and taking home the
cash prize of $150.00 which they will donate to
their house philanthropy, Youth Aids. Team par-
ticipants included: Keenan Mumm, Gene Russel,
Corin Shelley-Reuss, Joe Bertels, John Grant, and
Andy Marushack.

Sigma Retrea
(11/70 11/8)

Phi Ritual (11/16)

E-Week (11/1711/21)
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Contact Us!

Sigma Phi Epsilon
1512 Sorority Row
Laramie, Wyoming 82072

Corin Reuss: President

Chris MacLellan: V.P. of Recruitment

Gene Russel: V.P. of Programming

Jonathon McBride: V.P. of Finance

Matthew Parish: V.P. of Communications
mparish@wyo.edu

John Grant: V.P. of Member Develop 'v"

Check out our website at:
www.wysigep.com

(12/125 12/16)

Alumni, Brothers, and Family,

If you have any news, stories, or ideas you
would like to share that have taken place in your life
(in the past or recently) please contact Sigma Phi Eps
lon so that it can be included in the next issue of the
SigEp Monthly newsletter. The more stories we get
the more interesting the newsletter will be for every-

one!

Thanks for your help!

Matthew Parish (VP of Communications)

Phone: 307.399.3847
Email: mparish@uwyo.edu




